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A New Division: Why We’re Here

A New Division: Why We’re Here

• Merger announced March 4, 2026
• TDEC consolidated the Division of Solid Waste 

Management (DSWM) and the Division of Remediation 
(DOR) into the Division of Land Protection (DLP).

• A lifecycle approach-
• Waste management prevents contamination; 

remediation addresses it when it occurs- together 
covering a site from beginning to end.

• Many states pair waste management and remediation 
under one division to improve oversight across a site’s full 
lifecycle.



Leadership

Leadership

• Steve Sanders- Director, Division of Land Protection 
(previously Director for the Division of Remediation)

• Lisa Hughey- Retired (previously Director of Division 
of Solid Waste Management)

• 2 Branches- Waste Management Branch & 
Remediation Branch, Enforcement Section in the 
middle.

• 4 Deputy Directors- Robert Wilkinson, Justin 
Meredith, Rob Ashe & Philip Davis



What Doesn’t Change

What Doesn’t Change

• No new regulatory responsibilities
• No disruption to permitting, inspections, or 

enforcement
• No change to statutory authority
• Statutory authorities, regulatory standards, 

enforcement expectations, and technical decision-
making frameworks remain the same. What 
changes is how closely these programs now work 
together.



What We Do: 

What We Do: 
Waste Management Branch
(Legacy DSWM)

Remediation Branch
(Legacy DOR)

Solid Waste Management-
Landfill & special waste 
permitting

Inactive hazardous substance 
sites, Superfund sites

Hazardous Waste 
Management- permitting & 
inspection

Brownfields & VOAP 
(Voluntary Cleanup Oversight 
and Assistance Program)

Materials Management-
recycling, problem waste, 
grants (Now moved to be part 
of the Division of Stakeholder 
Engagement)

Dry cleaner sites

Toxic Substances- lead, 
asbestos, PCBs

Former meth-contaminated 
properties



One Division, One Lifecycle

One Division, One Lifecycle

• A single point of entry-
• One division (DLP) now covers a site from active 

operations through post-closure, cleanup, and long-term 
stewardship.

• Stronger coordination with federal partners-
• Improved reporting consistency and regulatory 

alignment across RCRA and CERCLA authorities with 
EPA Region 4 and the U.S. Department of Energy.

• Consistent decision-making-
• Closer collaboration among geologists, engineers, 

and environmental scientists across programs.



Regulatory Update: Tennessee

Regulatory Update: Tennessee

• New Brownfield Soil Reuse Rule- 0400-15-04-.01
• Filed Nov. 10, 2025; effective Feb. 8, 2026
• What it does-
• Governs use of Category 2 soil excavated from Brownfields 

VOAP sites and used outside its area of contamination, to 
protect public health, safety, and the environment.

• Category 1 soil (below EPA Regional Screening Levels) can be 
reused offsite without further TDEC evaluation.

• Category 2 soil contains a hazardous substance but doesn't meet 
Category 1 thresholds. Requires characterization, a 
Commissioner-approved soil use plan, and both sites enrolled in 
VOAP (or Commissioner-approved public-benefit use).



Regulatory Update: Federal

Regulatory Update: Federal

• UNIVERSAL WASTE:
• Proposal to add hazardous waste solar panels to the universal waste 

regulations and to establish a new, distinct category of universal 
waste specifically tailored to lithium batteries.

• CERCLA: 
• EPA confirmed (September 2025) it will retain the hazardous 

substance designation under the Federal Superfund law for PFOA and 
PFOS.

• RCRA: 
• On May 8, 2026, EPA withdrew its proposal to broaden RCRA’s 

hazardous waste definition for corrective action. EPA concluded that 
the proposed revisions would have complicated, rather than 
contributed to, efficient implementation of cleanup at hazardous 
waste facilities. 



New Waste Tire Hauler Program

New Waste Tire Hauler Program

• Seated under the Waste Management Branch
• The Waste Tire Hauler (WTH) Program was established under 

Tennessee law (T.C.A. § 68-211-1101 to 1105) to improve oversight of 
waste tire transportation and help prevent illegal dumping. 

• Requires individuals and businesses that commercially haul waste 
tires to: ​
• Register with the Division of Land Protection (DLP) ​
• Comply with tracking and reporting requirements​
• This includes anyone hauling or transporting waste tires into or 

out of TN.​
• Exemptions: Government entities (except those that receive 

waste tires)​, individuals or businesses that do not haul waste 
tires commercially​, farmers hauling their own waste tires​.



Waste Tire Hauler Program Cont.

Waste Tire Hauler Program Cont.



Waste Tire Hauler Program Cont.

Waste Tire Hauler Program Cont.

•Registration Process
•New applicants must submit the following items:

•A completed Registration Application at least 30 
days before transporting waste tires

•A financial assurance worksheet (via mail)

•Proof of general liability insurance

•Proof of good standing with the Tennessee Secretary of State (if 
the applicant is an LLC, corporation, etc.)

•$100 registration fee per vehicle

•Any other documentation or information the 
Commissioner deems necessary

Decal that will be displayed 
on driver’s door



Waste Tire Hauler Contacts

Waste Tire Hauler Contacts

• Waste.Tire.Hauler@tn.gov

• Christina Perez (901) 425-6183​
• Kayse Smith (615) 532-0963​

• tn.gov/environment/program-areas/solid-
waste/sw/wth
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Conclusion

Conclusion

• One division, one point of contact
• Stakeholders working across waste management and 

remediation now have a single point of access at TDEC.
• No new burden, no disruption
• Existing permits, enforcement actions, and program 

timelines continue without interruption.
• Stay engaged
• Questions about the transition, the new soil reuse rule, 

or ongoing site work are welcome- we want this to be a 
smooth, predictable process for everyone we work 
with.



Thank You

Rob Ashe | Division of Land Protection 
Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation
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