
Statewide Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure Development & 
Updates on Federal Funding Opportunities for EVs and Alternative 

Fuels Deployment



Agenda
• Drive Electric TN
• Fast Charge TN Network
• Rivian / Tennessee State Parks
• Tennessee Electric Vehicle 

Infrastructure (TEVI) Program
• Justice40 Considerations
• Stakeholder Engagement / 

Technical Assistance
• EPA’s Clean School Bus Program
• Regional Collaboration – SE REVI
• State Energy Policy Council



Drive Electric TN
Formed in 2018, the Drive Electric Tennessee consortium (DET) has a goal to increase 
EV adoption in Tennessee from approximately 9,600 EVs in 2019 to 200,000 vehicles 
by 2028. As of June 2022, there are 20,300 EVs in Tennessee.



Drive Electric TN / Statewide Needs Assessment

• DET conducted a Statewide Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Needs 
Assessment in late 2019 to evaluate charging needs and potential geographic 
locations to support increased electric vehicle adoption.

• The Needs Assessment found that the following charging infrastructure use cases 
were best suited for public investment:
– Highway corridor charging, to connect rural and urban areas and relieve range 

anxiety; and
– Other secondary market sites, including rural destination charging, limited income 

community charging, etc.



Fast Charge TN Network
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Rivian and Tennessee State Parks
 In 2021, TDEC announced a 

partnership with Rivian to install Level 
2 charging stations at Tennessee State 
Parks. The goal is to have charging 
stations available at all 56 state parks 
systemwide.

 In addition to overseeing design and 
installation, Rivian will provide, at no 
cost to the state:
– Chargers
– Utility upgrades and 

other installation costs
– Network access fees
– Equipment service
– Maintenance



Overview of NEVI Program Funding Opportunity

• The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) or Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) includes a total of $7.5 billion in 
dedicated funding to expand electric vehicle (EV) charger 
accessibility to all Americans. 

• The $7.5 billion is comprised of:
- $5 billion formula program (NEVI Program) 

- $88 million over 5 years to Tennessee
- $2.5 billion competitive, discretionary grant program



NEVI Funding to Build Chargers along Alternative Fuel Corridors

• Funding under the NEVI program is initially directed to 
designated Alternative Fuel Corridors for electric vehicles to 
build out this national network, particularly along the Interstate 
Highway System.

• When the national network is fully built out, funding may be 
used on any public road or in other publicly accessible 
locations.



FHWA Designated Alternative Fuel Corridors in TN



Tennessee Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (TEVI) Plan

The TN Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (TEVI)
Deployment Plan was developed in accordance
with the national guidance (NEVI) and details
how the State will deploy EV charging
infrastructure and support the establishment of
an interconnected EV network across the
nation.

What is the TEVI Plan?
Develop a safe, convenient, accessible,
reliable, and equitable EV charging network
that promotes the state’s economic vitality and
environmental stewardship while improving EV
“range confidence” and supporting EV adoption
throughout TN.

TEVI Plan Vision
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Stakeholder Engagement / Technical Assistance



Regional Collaboration – SE REVI



Mark Finlay
TDEC Office of Energy Programs

Mark.Finlay@tn.gov
615-772-6011

Alexa Voytek
TDEC Office of Energy Programs

Alexa.Voytek@tn.gov
615-613-1096

Find out more at 
http://www.tn.gov/evfastcharge

http://www.tn.gov/evplan


