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PFAS Federal Actions

 Nationwide Monitoring for PFAS in Drinking Water – Final Rule issued December 2021

 PFOA and PFOS Drinking Water MCL – Proposed in March 2023, final rule Fall 2023

 Publish Toxicity Assessments for GenX and 5 additional PFAS (PFBA, PFHxA, PFHxS, PFNA, 
PFDA) – Published early 2022

 Publish Health Advisories for GenX and PFBS – Proposed in June 2022

 Restrict PFAS discharges from industrial sources through ELG program – Ongoing

 Leverage NPDES permitting to reduce PFAS discharges to waterways – EPA Published two Memos

 Publish improved analytical methods – EPA Method 1633 has been proposed and on 4th draft

 Publish recommended ambient water quality criteria for PFAS – April 2022 for PFOA and PFOS

 Enhance data availability on PFAS in fish tissue – Expected Spring 2023

 Finalize risk assessment for PFOA and PFOS in biosolids – Expected Winter 2024

Source:  EPA Presentation on PFAS Strategic Roadmap



Proposed Aquatic Criteria

• PFOA
– Acute 49 mg/l
– Chronic 0.94 mg/l 

• PFOS
– Acute 3.0 mg/l
– Chronic 0.0084 mg/l – 8.4 ppb
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Proposed PFAS MCLs 

Chemical MCLG (mg/L) MCL (mg/L)
PFOA 0 0.0000040
PFOS 0 0.0000040
PFBS, PFNA, PFHxS HFPO-DA 
(GenX)

1.0 Hazard Index 1.0 Hazard Index

• EPA announced proposed MCLs on March 14, 2023

The Hazard index for an individual monitoring period is a weighted sum of the individual analyte 
averages over the monitoring period.

• All MCLs are based on a 4-quarter running annual average.  
Multiple results within each quarter are averaged for use in 
determining the running annual average.

• A trigger level is set at 1/3 the MCL and is used in 
determining eligibility for reduced monitoring.



Proposed PFAS MCLs

• EPA is targeting a finalization of the rule by the end of 
2023.

• The rule must be complied with within 3 years of the 
federal rule being finalized

• ADEM must adopt the rule and submit a package for 
primacy within 2 years of the rule being finalized; we 
expect to meet this deadline.
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EPA NPDES Permitting 
Strategy

EPA April 28, 2022 Memo for EPA issued Permits
Applicability

– Direct Dischargers
• OCPSF, Metal Finishing, Electroplating, Electric and Electric Components, Landfills, 

Pulp and Paper, Leather Tanning and Finishing, Plastics Molding and Forming, Textile 
Mills, Paint Formulating and Airports

• Requirements
– Best Management Practices (BMP)
– Effluent Monitoring using draft method 1633 

– POTW
• Requirements

– Effluent, Influent, and Biosolids Monitoring
– Require Quarterly Monitoring on all Significant Industrial Users
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EPA State NPDES and 
SID Permitting Strategy

EPA December 5, 2022 Memo for State issued Permits
Applicability

– Direct Dischargers
• OCPSF, Metal Finishing, Electroplating, Electric and Electric Components, Landfills, 

Pulp and Paper, Leather Tanning and Finishing, Plastics Molding and Forming, Textile 
Mills, Paint Formulating and Airports

• Requirements
– Best Management Practices (BMP)
– Effluent Monitoring using draft method 1633 
– Site-specific Technology Based Limits (TBELS) and Water Quality Based Limits

– Indirect Dischargers
• Requirements

– Effluent, Influent, and Biosolids Monitoring
– Require Quarterly Monitoring on all Significant Industrial Users
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Alabama PFAS Permitting 
History

• 2 PFAS Manufacturers
– Monitoring since 2007 
– Minimization Plans

• 2 Landfills
– Monitoring since 2010
– Minimization Plans

• 3 POTWs
– Monitoring since 2012

• 3 WTPs
– Monitoring since 2019
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PFAS
In-Stream Monitoring

Tennessee River
ADEM and 3M Activities
Fish Consumption Advisory for PFAS

Coosa River
ADEM and EPA Activities
No Fish Consumption Advisory for PFAS

Alabama River
Samples Collected June 2021



Alabama Addressing PFAS in 
NPDES and Pre-treament 

Permits
• PFAS Monitoring in approximately 200 Permits 

(150 Pretreatment Permits)
– Semi-Annual Monitoring
– Using 1633
– Requiring when Reissuing or Modifying Process 

Outfall
– Not required in Stormwater (unless deemed 

necessary, manufacturing facilities or related to AFFF 
spills)

• ADEM has issued approximately 30 permits
– First set of Monitoring will be due January 28, 2024
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Differences in Alabama Strategy

• Semi- Annual Monitoring

• Not Including Pulp and Paper Category

• Not including Minimization Requirements until data is 
evaluated unless determined appropriate
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PFAS Monitoring 
and Minimization

 Based on results, some facilities will required to develop 
and implement a PFAS Minimization Plan to reduce the 
levels of PFAS in the discharge.

1. Good Housekeeping Practices
2. Equipment, associated with production and/or wastewater treatment system, 

decontamination and/or replacement
3. Product elimination or substitution when a reasonable alternative to using PFAS is 

available
4. Immediate clean-up of any AFFF releases
5. Source Identification
6. Pilot Studies on treatability of wastewater
7. Installation and operation of appropriate PFAS treatment technology(ies)



Challenges in Pretreatment 
Permits

• When to include PFAS Monitoring?
• Sampling Issues for the State 

– Cost
– Logistics

• What does the Data mean?
– Source of PFAS?

• PFAS Minimization Plans?
– When to include?

• Permitting for facilities that are not SIUs?
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Permit Example
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PFAS Minimization 
Permit Language
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Next Steps 

• Effluent Guidelines
– OCPSF – Spring 2024
– Metal Finishers – December 2024
– Landfills – No timetable Set 

• Direct and Indirect Dischargers

• Human Health Criteria
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Contacts

Scott Ramsey
Chief, Industrial Section

sramsey@adem.alabama.gov
334-271-7838

mailto:gld@adem.alabama.gov
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