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MDEQ Organizational Structure - Air & Waste

Complete MDEQ Organizational Chart
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/July-2025-Website-Org-Chart. pdf. pdf
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Organizational Updates

» Air Permitting in Air Division

» A Consolidation of Knowledge & Function

= Two-thirds of MDEQ Air Program now in one division (i.e., air monitoring / planning a
air permitting)

= An opportunity for MDEQ staff to better understand “the process”
= An opportunity for unified guidance to regulated community
> Changes On the Way (& Here Now))

= E-portal for all air permitting material (applications, forms, etc.) - NO MORE PAPER!
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/air/air-division-application-submittal/

= Revised air application forms [on the way]

= Revisions to permitting action procedures
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Programmatic Updates (State)

» Significant Updates to Air Regulations Underway

> Chapter 1: Regulations for the Prevention, Abatement, and Control of Air
Contaminants - on hold

= Potential evaluation of open burning rules and State-based pollutant standards
= Update to delegated authority adoption (possible shift to automatic adoption)

= Recission of “General Nuisance Clause” from Mississippi SIP

> Chapter 2: Permit Regulations for the Construction and/or Operation of Air
Emissions Equipment

= Update to minor NSR program - closing perceived loopholes; evaluating certain
permitting efficiencies (“Permit by Rule / Regulation”)

= Potential development of an “Air Toxics” Program and modeling guidelines

> Chapter 6: Air Emissions Operating Permit Regulations for the Purposes of Ti
V of the Federal Clean Air Act

= Incorporating AERR submittal requirement (effective January 1, 2027)

= Readoption of “Emergency Affirmative Defense Provisions”




MDEQ Air Regulatory Updates: Air Quality

Memphis MSA Estimated 2021
Population: 1,336,103

Jackson MSA Estimated
2021 Population: 587,20

Gulfport-Biloxi-Pascagoula MSA
Estimated 2021 Population: 418,082

» Mississippi MSAs

>

Hattiesburg MSA Estimated
.. 2021 Population: 173,078

Jackson MSA - Hinds; Rankin; Madison;
Copiah; Simpson

Hattiesburg MSA - Forrest; Lamar; Perry
Gulf Coast MSA - Hancock; Harrison; Jacks

“Memphis” MSA - Tunica; Desoto; Tate;
Marshall

Areas of Priority:
= Jackson MSA - PM, 5
= Hattiesburg MSA - PM, 5
Memphis MSA - PM, ;s and Ozone



MDEQ Air Regulatqgry Updates: Air Quality
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» Mississippi’s Ambient Air Monitoring Network

> Nine (9) monitoring stations state-wide for
demonstrating compliance with the NAAQS

= (Meridan station shutdown in 2026)

> One (1) “Special Purpose Monitor” for a short-
term study in Pascagoula

Status
@ Active
X shut Down



MDEQ Air Regulatory Updates: Air Quality

Mississippi PM2.5 Design Values (2025)

Annual average concentration (ug/m?3) - NAAQS Standard: 9.0 yg/m?

Hernando : Site County Design Value (pug/m?)
© 90 _
' ] . Hinds CC Hinds 9.3
Hattiesburg Forrest 9.0
ClevefaaDe.fra State ' | Hernando DeSoto 9.0
i Jackson NCORE Hinds 8.8
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~Jackson NCORE |
— |\ Hatiiesbirg » Path Forward for Annual PM, ;- NAAQS Attainment
T 2.0 -
> MDEQ is completing an “exceptional events
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MDEQ Air Regulatory Updates: Air Quality

Mississippi Ozone Design Values (2025)

8-hour average concentration (parts per billion) « EPA Standard: 70 ppb

Site County Design Value (ppb)

;)
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|
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| 1 Pascagoula Jackson 66
Cleveland Delta State |
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T Coffeeville is an EPA CASTNET site, not part of the MDEQ ambient air monitoring network.




Programmatic Updates (Federal)

» MDEQ’s Plan for Federal Rules

> Adoption of Federal Plan for Existing Landfills (Part 62 - Subpart O00)
= Alleviates the MDEQ’s needs to complete a State Plan to adopt Cf

= More time efficient (and much easier process)

> Emissions Guidelines - Oil & Gas Sector (Part 60 - Subpart 0000c)
= MDEQ in “wait-and-see” mode before proceeding forward with State Plan
= Adoption of Federal Plan is an option

> Designations for 2024 Revised Annual PM, ; Standard

= MDEQ still recommending “attainment” for all counties (no change from 2025
recommendation).

> Infrastructure SIPs (“iSIPs”) for Revised NAAQS

= 2024 Revised Annual PM, 5 Standard - iSIP completion currently underway

= 2024 Revised Secondary SO, Standard -iSIP preparation will begin January 2027
> Regional Haze (2"4 Round)

= Still working on final submittal - more needed for “effective controls” demo




MDEQ Updates

» Air Division E-Notification System

» Sign up to receive updates on air-related topics:

= Plans & Regulations
= Air Program Updates
= Air Quality Updates

= Emission Reduction Updates

> https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/air/air-division-notifications/
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QUESTIONS?

Feel free to contact me:
Jaricus Whitlock

601-961-5303
jwhitlock@mdeqg.ms.gov
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