
CHRIS HOWARD
Senior Air Modeler
Blue Sky Modeling

Living Near a Data 
Center

September 16, 2026



Living Near a Data Center

• My home is about 4-5 
km (2.5-3 miles) north of 
a data center.

• Asked to share my 
experiences.



World View of an Air Quality Modeler
• Air quality modelers see the world differently.
• When we see any source of air pollution, we envision how it could be modeled.
• No different with data centers.
• When I see the data center near me, I think “how would this be modeled”.
• Fun – lots of emergency generators.
• Not the purpose of this brief presentation!



Artificial Intelligence
• I am a huge fan of artificial intelligence
• Use it both on the job and at home.
• Tremendous resource that I personally value.



Data Center Near My Home
• A massive, multi-billion-dollar technology development spanning a 615-acre 

site.
• Designed to include up to 16 buildings, totaling roughly 6.6 to 7 million square 

feet of data center and office space.
• Tracking to be one of the largest in the world.
• Construction began in 2023, initial operations started around late 2025/early 

2026, and full final build-out is projected through 2032. 
• Power usage initially ~ 250 MW eventually scaling up to 1 to 1.4 GW.

• At 1-1.4 GW would be roughly equivalent to the capacity of 1 unit at 
Georgia Power Plant Vogtle (nuclear)!



Living Near a Data Center
• Minimal impact on air pollution observed.
• Large amount of land used.
• Traffic, traffic and again I say, traffic – associated with construction

• ~8,000 workers on site during peak construction.
• Traffic patterns in the area greatly impacted.

• Avoid the area at shift change.
• Massive power lines providing power to the data center.



Bottom Line
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