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BRANCH STAFFING CHANGES

* Response and Remediation
Manager, Shannon Ridley

 Brownfields Manager,
Stephanie Horwitz,

 Brownfields Team Lead, Jessi
Yates

* Voluntary Remediation Unit
Manager, Jason McDonald

 Abandoned Sites Unit Manager,
Vanessa Donnelly
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e LAND PROTECTION BRANCH: BY THE NUMBERS
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— LAND PROTECTION BRANCH: BY THE NUMBERS

Brownfields LOLs Scrap Tire Piles in RCRA Permitted
Issued Facilities




— BRANCH CHALLENGES

Relatively new In many programs, the less complex sites EPA Uncertainty
staff/ limited have been addressed. This leaves the sites  including federal
institutional with higher levels of complexity that take funding

knowledge longer and cost more to cleanup.



MAJOR PRIORITIES
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me COAL COMBUSTION RESIDUALS (CCR) PERMITS

CCR Permits - Issued permits for closure by removal (10), closure in place (3),
landfills (7), major mod (2). McDonough Ash Pond 1 close in place, comments
were due on June 8. Received slightly over 100 comments and working on our
responses now.

We continue to monitor EPA’s changes to the CCR Program and will consider future
adjustments to our program as needed.



== RULE MAKING UPDATE

18 ¥

 Solid Waste Rules - Updates to
bring the rules into line with
changes made to the Solid Waste
Management Act by HB 351

* Lead Rules - Alignment with federal
rule changes

 Both briefed at the June board
meeting and action anticipated in
October

 Hazardous Waste adoption by
reference package coming later this
year




SWIFR Study:
Waste Characterization

Textile bin

Plastic film bin

Food waste bin
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Boosting Diversion in Georgia

*Potentially* Divertible Material Why This Matters

e Diverting these materials from landfills would
greatly extend landfill life.

e Georgia ranks #2 in U.S. for end-use
FEGEIEIRIE infrastructure Pulp & Paper Industry: 15 mills

Plastic, 4.2%
use recycled content; 8 are 100% recycled.
) Ve o, o Aluminum Leader: Novelis HQ in Atlanta;
Landill Z— | Greensboro mill uses recycled aluminum for
43.1% e cans and vehicles.
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Recyclable Paper,
13.5%

e Carpet Capital of the World: North GA mills
consume 1/3 of all PET bottles generated in the
U.S.

» Glass Manufacturing: 5 plants source recycled
glass, including Owens lllinois in metro Atlanta.



= STAKEHOLDER PROCESS AND GUIDANCE

* Program Meetings Coming in 2026-2027

 Georgia Risk Assessment Guidance - Released in
January

* Solid Waste Technical Advisory Committee
Completed a draft of the 5-Year Review Guidance.
Stakeholder meeting in July, reviewing comments

 Environmental Covenant Guidance
Stakeholder meeting in July, reviewing comments



- HAZARDOUS WASTE TRUST FUND

e Established in 1992,
dedicated by constitutional
amendment starting in 2022

* Fees collected from
generators of hazardous
waste, solid waste tipping
fees and fines for violations.

* Clean contaminated sites and
reimburse local governments
for old, leaking landfills.




= HAZARDOUS SITE INVENTORY

Total Invested Since 1994
$175 Million

Stephen

Since 1994, the Fund has identified
940 hazardous sites.
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appropriate environmental
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need future state funds to cleanup.
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. HWTF SUCCESS STORY
-

 In April 2025, EPD notified of abandoned
tractor trailer full of drums

 EPD issued project following month and
contractor subsequently on-site staging and
testing drums.

 Almost all drums compromised. Consolidation
and overpacking required.

49 out of 140 drums required disposal as
hazardous waste.

« (Goal - prevent leaking and improper disposal
and exposure to contents.




== SOLID WASTE TRUST FUND

Established in 1990, funds come from a fee on each new tire sold
* The responsibility for collecting and remitting the $1 fee shifted
from the retailer to the distributor effective July 1, 2023.

Funds scrap tire management, scrap tire cleanups, abandoned

landfills, emergencies at solid waste facilities, and grants to public
entities.




we SOLID WASTE TRUST FUND GRANT PROGRAM

Tire Products Grant ($2 million+) - Funds the direct costs of incorporating scrap tire-
derived products into projects that would otherwise use new or virgin materials, or for
research projects to support scrap tire innovation.

Recycling and Waste Diversion Grant Program ($3 million+) - Funds projects to reduce

solid waste, recover valuable materials, support manufacturing, and encourage
innovation.

Local Government Scrap Tire Abatement Reimbursement ($1M+) - Reimburses local
governments for the direct costs associated with recycling tires abated in their
communities. This program is non-competitive and funds are available year-round.
** For FY27 doubling the maximum available to each local government to $150K **

Apply Now! Due 9/30: https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program



https://epd.georgia.gov/tire-derived-product-tire-grant
https://epd.georgia.gov/tire-derived-product-tire-grant
https://epd.georgia.gov/about-us/land-protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-abatement/recovered-materials/star-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program
https://epd.georgia.gov/solid-waste-trust-fund-grant-program

L
i

Funding available for:

* Right of Way Cleanups
 Tire Dump Cleanups

* Collection (Amnesty) Days

Since 2016 the program has
reimbursed local governments
over $5 million to remove the
equivalent of 1.8M passenger
tires!




GRANT SUCCESS STORIES

Paulding County- FY25 Tybee Island- FY25 Gordon County - FY25

Repaved 3 miles of road using Infrastructure and Purchased six covered

GTR Asphalt which contained 6 equipment: Coastline containers with sliding doors

tons of tire-derived products, recycling bins, Styrofoam as well as labels for marking.
densifier

Check out profiles of completed projects online!
Tire FY25: https://epd.georgia.gov/tire-grant-fy25-cycle
RWD FY25: https://epd.georgia.gov/recycling-and-waste-diversion-grant-cycle-fy25
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= TRUST FUND ANNUAL REPORTS

https://epd.georgia.qov/about-us/land-
protection-branch/recovered-materials-and-
abatement/recovered-materials/solid-waste

https://lepd.georgia.qov/
hazardous-waste-trust-fund
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=~ LAND BRANCH RECORDS

Towers.FileReview@dnr.ga.gov - for Hazardous
Waste Sites and Programs, Brownfields, VRP

Tradeport.FileReview@dnr.ga.gov - for UST, Lead
and Asbestos, Solid Waste, Recovered Materials

Online Records - GEOS, other electronic
documents available

GORA Requests via JustFOIA

gaepd.justfoia.com/publicportal/

Submit request and track progress

Portal for electronic documents

Submit to one branch or multiple

Maintain responsive docs for popular requests
Standardize invoicing across Division

= GEORGIA

" DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

Georgia Open Records Request

|Your Contact Information

Name of Requestor

Organization or Firm Name (if applicable)

Have you checked our resources first?

Information you seek may be available online at EPD's website.

« Water quality data
& Georgia Environmental Monitoring and Assessment System (GOMAS)
+ Air quality data and permits
o Ambient air quality: Georgia Air Monitoring
o Issued Air Quality Permits: hitps://permitsearch.gaepd.org/
« Georgia EPD Online System for Permitting, Compliance, and Facility Information
(GEOS)_
o Search by facility name, permit number, report type, site address, and more

e The types of records available in GEOS and related technical assistance documents can be
found here: GEOS Training_and Technical Assistance

« Complaints Received by EPD
o Complaint Tracking System (CTS)
o Search by complaint date, type of compliant, address, and more.
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CAREERS AT EPD

Work-lite Balance . ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Fulfilling and rewarding work ~ &&7 DIVISION

Annual and sick leave accrual
13 Holidays per year
Significant Telework
Alternative work schedules
Minimal travel and in-state

Variety of Healthcare Plans
Combined Pension / 401K match

https://careers.Georgia.gov
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QUESTIONS?

Sarah Visser

Branch Chief

Land Protection Branch
Sarah.Visser@dnr.ga.gov

470-251-4818

Follow EPD Updates on LinkedIin, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube
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