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APB ORGANIZATION

Branch Chief

Assistant Branch
Chief

Stationary Source
Permitting
Program (30)

Stationary Source
Compliance
Program (27)

Mobile and Area
Sources Program

(16)

Planning and
Support Program
(22)

Radiation
Protection
Program (13)

Ambient
Monitoring
Program (38)

Administrative
Unit (422)

Communications
Team (1)

Branch Chief - Jim Boylan - James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 524-0697

Asst. Branch Chief - DeAnna Oser - Deanna.Oser@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 524-0541
AMP Manager - Jaime Gore - Jaime.Gore@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 524-0495

SSPP Manager - Steve Allison - Steve.Allison2@dnr.ga.gov, (404) 363-7020

SSCP Manager - Sean Taylor - Sean.Taylor@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 938-3349

MASP Manager - Michael Odom - Michael.0dom@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 524-0535
PSP Manager - Elisabeth Munsey - Elisabeth.Munsey@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 251-4736
RPP Manager - Dave Matos - David.Matos@dnr.ga.gov, (470) 524-0690

https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch



mailto:James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Deanna.Oser@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Jaime.Gore@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Steve.Allison2@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Sean.Taylor@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Michael.Odom@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Elisabeth.Munsey@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:David.Matos@dnr.ga.gov
https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch
https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch
https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch
https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch
https://epd.georgia.gov/air-protection-branch

92/10/60
9¢/10/80

9Z/10/S0
9¢/10/70
9¢/10/€0
9¢/10/20
9¢/10/10
SZ/TO0/CT
SC/TO/TT
SS/T0/0T
S2/10/60
SZ/10/80
SC/T0/L0
S¢/10/90
S2/10/50
S¢/10/70
SZ/T0/E0
SZ/10/20
S¢/T0/T0
ve/10/2T
VE/T0/TT
vZ/10/01
¥2/10/60
v2/10/80
¥Z/T0/L0
vZ/10/90
¥</10/50
vZ/10/v0
¥2/10/€0
vZ/10/20
¥</T0/10
£2/10/21
EC/TO/TT
£2/10/01
€2/10/60
€2/10/80

® Non-Manager Positions

m Manager Positions

Created 3 new positions
in Permitting Program

APB VACANT POSITIONS (OUT OF 155)

N = O O 0o~ © D T 0O N - O
el =l

SUOI}ISOd Juedep JO J1aquinN



— FINAL PM NAAQS

" On February 7, 2024, EPA lowered the annual

PM, - standard from 12.0 to0 9.0 ug/m?
= Effective date was May 6, 2024

= State’s Designation Recommendations
" One year after promulgation of the NAAQS
" February 7, 2025 based on 2021-2023 PM, ; data
= EPA’s Final Designations

= ORIGINAL DATE: Two years after promulgation
"February 7, 2026 based on 2022-2024 PM, - data

= UPDATED DATE: Court ordered deadline
" February 6, 2027 based on 2023-2025 PM, . data




= OFFICIAL 2021-2023 PM, 5 DESIGN VALUES

ROUND 1




EXCEPTIONAL EVENTS

Exceptional Events are unusual or naturally
occurring events that can affect air quality but
are not reasonably controllable.

PM, ; exceedances caused by wildfires,
prescribed fires, and holiday fireworks are
eligible for exclusion under the Exceptional
Events Rule.

When EPA concurs with an Exceptional Event,
that data can be excluded from the design
value used for comparison to the NAAQS.

If enough days are excluded, the monitor can
meet the standard.



40 CFR Section 58.30 ==
PM, 5 measurement
data from monitors that
are not representative
of area-wide air quality
but rather of relatively
unique micro-scale, or
localized hot spot, or
unique middle-scale
impact sites are not
eligible for comparison

- NUMBER OF 2021-2023 EE DEMOS

EE Demos in GA = 129
EE Demos in AL = 22
Total EE Demos = 151

to the annual PM, g
NAAQS.




EE ADJUSTED 2021-2023 DESIGN VALUES
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= EE ADJUSTED 2021-2023 DESIGN VALUES
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In accordance with U.S. EPA’s memorandum “Initial Area Designations for the 2024 Revised Primary
Annual Fine Particle National Ambient Air Quality Standard™ (dated February 7, 2024), the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) recommends that all counties in the State of Georgia be
designated as “attainment/unclassifiable” as shown in Appendix B. Georgia’s recommendations are based
on 2021-2023 PM: s design values calculated using certified monitoring data and account for exceptional
event demonstrations submitted to EPA on February 7, 2025. Details on the rationale and justification
used to support the Georgia designation recommendations are provided in the technical analysis document

entitled “Georgia’s Designation Recommendations for the 2024 Annual PM2s NAAQS.”
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OFFICIAL 2022-2024 PM,, ; DESIGN VALUES
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NUMBER OF 2022-2024 EE DEMOS
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EPA APPROVAL STATUS

Number of Number of Original 2022- | Updated 2022-
Wildfire EE Prescribed Fire EE | 2024 Annual 2024 Annual
Monitor Demos Approved | Demos Approved DV (ng/m3) DV (ug/m3)
Macon 5 2 9.2 9.0
Gwinnett Tech 2 N/A 9.1 9.0
Forest Park 2 N/A 9.1 9.0
Near Road GT* N/A N/A 9.4 N/A
Augusta 10 7 9.3 9.0
Sandersville 16 34 9.8 9.0
Columbus 2 7 9.6 9.0
Rossville Deferred N/A 9.0 9.0

*EPA concurred that PM, ; measurements from this monitor are not representative of
area-wide air quality and are not eligible for comparison to the annual PM, ; NAAQS.




PM,, . NAAQS STATUS

On November 24, 2025, EPA requested the D.C.
Circuit to vacate the 2024 PM NAAQS.

On June 26, 2026, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit denied EPA’s motion for vacatur.

On April 13, 2026, EPA was sued to make
attainment designations, citing the mandatory two-
year deadline for the 2024 PM NAAQS rule.

OnJuly 17, 2026, the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California issued a ruling that
EPA must promulgate final designations for all
areas of the country no later than February 6, 2027.




OFFICIAL 2023-2025 PM,, - DESIGN VALUES
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NUMBER OF 2023-2025 EE DEMOS

0 New EE Demos in GA = 99
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Atlanta

BREAKDOWN OF 2023-2025 EE DEMOS

2023-2025 Number of NEW Number of NEW
Annual DV Wildfire EE Demos | Prescribed Fire EE
Monitor (ug/ms3) Needed Demos Needed
Macon 9.3 2 18
Gwinnett Tech 9.3 12 0]
Fire Station #8 9.2 1 0]
Forest Park 9.2 5 0]
Augusta 9.4 4 37
Sandersville 9.2 0] 0]
Columbus 9.3 4 16
Rossville 9.1 0] 0]
TOTAL 28 71

The table show the number of NEW exceptional event days that
are needed in addition to the days already concurred by EPA and
the days that were previously submitted and deferred by EPA.




= GEORGIA

I.f DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION

Technical Support Document:
Development of Annual PM; s
Background Concentrations Based on
2021-2023 Data for Use in

PSD Modeling Demonstrations

Prepared by:
Air Protection Branch
Environmental Protection Division
Georgia Department of Natural Resources

September 1, 2025

= PM,; BACKGROUND FOR PSD MODELING

{

SR

AAPCA 2025 Best Practices
in Air Pollution Control

https://epd.georgia.gov/georgia-background-data
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PM,, . BACKGROUND (B)
B=B1+B2

= B1 = Regional background and is the same
value for the entire state

* B1=6.626 ug/m?3

= B2 = Local background and changes depending

oh the specific location of the project
Includes secondary impacts from all (e.g., point,
mobile, and area) nearby sources.

Georgia EPD will provide site-specific annual PM, ; background
concentrations (B) to applicants upon request.




=~ 8-HOUR OZONE DESIGN VALUE FOR ATLANTA
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The ozone design value is calculated as the annual 4" high daily
maximum 8-hour average concentration averaged over 3 years.




=~ 8-HOUR OZONE DESIGN VALUE FOR ATLANTA

Concentration (ppm)
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Note: The 2024-2026 ozone design value is based on data thru 09/14/26.

The ozone design value is calculated as the annual 4" high daily
maximum 8-hour average concentration averaged over 3 years.




2015 OZONE NAAQS (70 PPB)

On November 16, 2022, EPA redesighated the 7-county
Atlanta nonattainment area to attainment.

The ozone DVs based on 2022-2024, 2023-2025, and 2024-
2026 data in Atlanta are above the 2015 NAAQS.

EPD may need to implement “Voluntary Measures" and
“Contingency Measures” contained in our Ozone
Maintenance Plan.

Within the first year, EPD will need to perform a study to determine the
reasons we violated the ozone standard.

Within two years, EPD will need to implement any additional emission
reduction measures that we determine are needed to bring the area
back below the ozone standard.

Looking at Exceptional Events for high ozone values in 2023
and 2025.

Redesignating the area back to “nonattainment” is unlikely.



OZONE CRITICAL VALUES

= The “critical value” is the value that the 4" highest ozone

concentration in 2026 needs to be at for the 2024-2026
design value to remain at 70 ppb.

Concentration {ppb)

® Critical Value (for 70 ppb standard) @ 4th High © 3rd High © 2nd High © 1st High

South DeKalb McDonough Pike CASTNET United Ave
*Raw data through 9/1/20286
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OZONE EXCEPTIONAL EVENTS

# Date Daily Max 8-hour Ozone (ppb) Tier Cause of Exceedance
1 06/29/23 04 1 Canadian wildfires
2 06/09/23 77 3 Canadian wildfires
3 06/10/23 77 3 Canadian wildfires
4 06/17/23 76 3 Canadian wildfires

Monitor Site
(AQS ID)

2022-2024 DV without EPA
Concurrence (ppb)

2022-2024 DV with EPA
Concurrence (ppb)

United Ave.
(13-121-0055)

72

70
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Daily Max Ozone (MDABQO3) - Ozone Seasons (March - October)

2021-2025 OZONE OBSERVATIONS

e MDABO3
{) 20230603
20230610
20230617
20230629
®
99th percentile: 76.0 ppb
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Figure 1. Daily maximum 8-hour average ozone concentrations for 2021-2025 observed at the
United Ave. site. Exceedances qualified as exceptional events due to Canadian wildfires are
highlighted with additional symbols and colors.
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BLUESKY CANADA SMOKE FORECAST

Figure B1. BlueSky Canada smoke forecasts at 4 PM EST on June 26-29, 2023.
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HYSPLIT BACK-TRAJECTORIES - OZONE

Figure D1. Map of HMS smoke plumes (grey polygons), active fires (red triangles), and 1-hour ozone concentrations (circles)
for 4 PM EST on June 26, 2023 (top left), June 27, 2023 (top right), June 28, 2023 (bottom left), and June 29, 2023 (bottom 26
right). HYSPLIT back-trajectories were calculated for 72 hours from 4 PM on June 29, 2023 at release heights at 500 m
(green lines), 1000 m (blue lines), and 2000 m (red lines).




Figure E1. Map of HMS smoke plumes (grey polygons), active fires (red triangles), and 1-hour PM2 5 concentrations (circles)
for 4 PM EST on June 26, 2023 (top left), June 27, 2023 (top right), June 28, 2023 (bottom left), and June 29, 2023 (bottom 27
right). HYSPLIT back-trajectories were calculated for 72 hours from 4 PM on June 29, 2023 at release heights at 500 m (green
lines), 1000 m (blue lines), and 2000 m (red lines).




PERMITTING PROGRAM

" In FY2026, we processed 471 permits, 67
more than FY2025, but less than FY2023
and FY2024.

Increased public participation
Increased complexity of permitting actions
Vacant positions, new staff

= Currently, we have 264 permit applications
in-house under review:
3 PSD permits

15 expedited permits
98 Title V renewals



— TOTAL RECEIVED vs. ISSUED
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— EXPEDITED RECEIVED vs. ISSUED
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= TITLE V RENEWALS RECEIVED vs. ISSUED
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CURRENTLY SSPP HAS 4 PERMITTING UNITS

NOXx
Permitting Unit

Cynthia Dorrough +
6 Permit Engineers

Chemical
Permitting Unit

Wendy Troemel +
6 Permit Engineers

VOC
Permitting Unit

Jeng-Hon Su +
6 Permit Engineers

Minerals
Permitting Unit

Hamid Yavari +
6 Permit Engineers




SSPP IS ADDING A 5™ PERMITTING UNIT

NOXx
Permitting Unit

Cynthia Dorrough +
6 Permit Engineers

VOC
Permitting Unit

Jeng-Hon Su +
6 Permit Engineers

New
Permitting Unit

TBD Manager +
6 Permit Engineers

Chemical
Permitting Unit

Wendy Troemel +
6 Permit Engineers

Minerals
Permitting Unit

Hamid Yavari +
5 Permit Engineers




TAP GUIDELINE UPDATES

Georgia Rule 91-3-1.-02(2)(a)3.(ii)
“...more stringent emission limitations or other requirements
may be required of a facility as deemed necessary by the
Director to safeguard the public health, safety and welfare of
the people of the State of Georgia.”
Georgia EPD’s “Guideline for Ambient Impact
Assessment of Toxic Air Pollutant Emissions”
Currently revising the Guideline
Final version by December 1 (hopefully sooner)
Applicants are encouraged to reach out to the Data &
Modeling Unit (DMU) prior to modeling

Byeong-Uk Kim, DMU manager
Byeong.Kim@dnr.ga.gov
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— ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO PERMIT APPROVAL
= PSD Permits

= Planning, ordering of equipment and
material, site-clearing, grading, and on-site
storage of equipment and materials

= No activities of a permanent nature aimed >
at completing a PSD source are allowed ©

= Minor, SM, and Major (not PSD) Permits

= Site-clearing, grading, pour foundations, paving,
construct buildings, equipment delivered to site

= However, equipment associated with “pollutant-emitting
activities” can’t be put in place or hooked up

= On May 13, 2026, EPA proposed “Begin Actual

Construction in the New Source Review (NSR)
Preconstruction Permitting Program”.




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Public advisory (30-day comment period) for new
permit applications for minor, SM, and major sources.

Public notice (30-day comment period) for draft
permits for SM and major sources.

On July 7, 2026, EPA proposed “Minor New Source
Review Program Air Permitting Public Participation
Requirements for State Implementation Plans”.

Georgia Rule 91-3-1.-03(2)(i)

“Prior to the issuance of any federally enforceable
operating permit, EPA and the public will be notified and
given a chance for comment on the draft permit.”



TITLE V PERMIT FEES

May 19, 2026 = DNR Board adoption (no
changes to annual and permit application fees)

July 1, 2026 = No changes to Title V fees

September - December 2026 = Meetings with
the Permit Fee Advisory Committee to discuss
potential fee increases in FY28 (July 1, 2027).

February 2027 =» Brief the Environmental
Committee of the DNR Board

March - April 2027 = Public comment period
and public hearing

May 2027 = DNR Board adoption

July 1, 2027 = New Title V permit fees effective
(if changed by the DNR Board)



DATA CENTERS IN GEORGIA

https://www.datacentermap.com/usa/georgia/
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DATA CENTER GROWTH

= Total potential NOx emissions from all
Georgia data centers in 2025 are estimated
to be approximately 2,845 tons.

= With a growth expectation of roughly 3-5
times the number of data centers by 2031,
potential NOx emissions are estimated to be
8,535 - 14,225 tpy.

= Also, Georgia Power has projected to add
around 9,900 MW of capacity by 2031 and
forecasts that data centers will consume
about 80% of the new power generated.



NEW POWER GENERATION

Generating
Facility

Generating Facility*

turbines

Company Plant County # Units | Unit Types Total MW
Georgia Power | Plant Yates Coweta 3 Simple-cycle gas 1,300 MW
(issued 06/07/24) turbines
Georgia Power | Plant Bowen Bartow 4 Combined cycle gas | 1,482 MW
(issued 01/29/26) turbines
Georgia Power | Plant Wansley Heard 2 Combined cycle gas | 1,453 MW
(issued 03/03/26) turbines
Georgia Power | Plant McIntosh* Effingham 2 Combined cycle gas | 757 MW
turbines
Oglethorpe Talbot Energy Talbot 1 Simple-cycle gas 256 MW
Power Company | Facility turbine
(issued 03/04/26)
Oglethorpe Smarr Combined Monroe 2 Combined cycle gas | 1,200 MW
Power Company | Cycle Energy Facility turbines
(issued 11/06/25)
Tenaska Enon Tenaska Enon Heard 4 Simple-cycle gas 1,800 MW

*PSD permit application currently under review by the SSPP NOx Permitting Unit.
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NEXT STEPS FOR DATA CENTER PROJECT

= Look at ways to more accurately track
permit-exempt emergency generators

= Look at ways to inventory actual NOXx
emissions (rather than PTE) from emergency
generators

= Look at ways to limit the projected increase
in NOXx emissions, especially in the Atlanta
area, since Atlanta is currently violating the
2015 ozone standard



CONTACT INFORMATION

James Boylan, Ph.D.
Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources
4244 International Parkway, Suite 120
Atlanta, GA 30354

James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov
470-524-0697
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QUESTIONS
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