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BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT & 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM

DOTHAN CITY HALL COMPLEX 
REDEVELOPMENT

RIVERWALK 
AMPHITHEATER

BIRMINGHAM PARKSIDE RESIDENCES

RIVERWALK STADIUM



VCP and Brownfield Sites in 
Alabama

# VCP Sites = 474
# Brownfield Sites Identified = 824
# Currently Active VCP Sites = 90

The Brownfield and VCP Program is continuously 
providing clear paths for safe cleanups

Supports environmental protection 

Promotes economic growth across the state

Turning environmental challenges into 
opportunities

Importance



THE MILL AT PRATTVILLE

Project investment: $37 million

BEFORE: Former Daniel Pratt Gin Mill from 1848 to 2013

Now: High end apartments focal point of downtown Prattville

TUSCALOOSA FEDERAL COURTHOUSE

NOW: Tuscaloosa Federal Courthouse with Plaza

Project Investment: $47.8 Million

BEFORE:  US Post Office, Tuscaloosa Blueprinting, Norris Service 
Cetner, Firestone Tire and Service Cetner, Auto Trim and Tire, 
Tuscaloosa News, Tire Center, Inc.



COCA-COLA BOTTLING 
COMPANY UNITED

• BEFORE:  Formerly operated as 
Stockham Valves and Fittings

• NOW:  Birmingham Coca-Cola, home to 
corporate headquarters of Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company United

Project Costs: $350 million



MINTH BIG & 
BEAUTIFUL 

ALABAMA, LLC

• BEFORE:  400-acre brownfield 
site that operated as former 
Republic Steel and Gulf States Steel

• FUTURE:  Proposed development 
is a 1 million square foot advanced 
manufacturing space for MINTH 
INC

Before

Future

Project Costs: $450 million
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Hazardous 
Waste 



PFOA AND PFOS UPDATE
• Designation of PFOA and PFOS as CERCLA Hazardous Substances

• Federal Register publication date:  May 8, 2024
• Currently under appeal – January 2026

• Definition of Hazardous Waste Applicable to Corrective Action for Releases from SWMUs
• Proposed Rule
• Federal Register publication date:  February 8, 2024
• Proposed Rule withdrawn on May 8, 2026  (PFAS Related Rule)

• EPA Interim Guidance on Destruction and Disposal of PFAS
• Released April 24, 2024
• Interim Guidance for Public Comment Released – April  20, 2026
• Comment Period Ended:  June 29, 2026

• Draft Guidance for Reducing Risk from PFOA and PFOS in Biosolids
• Notice of availability of draft guidance and request for comment
• Federal Register publication date:  July 6, 2026
• Comment period ended:  September 4, 2026 

Hazardous Waste Topics



PFAS/PFOS IMPACTS ON ADEM ACTIONS

• Assessment Impacts
• Land disposal assessment work continues
• Updated RSLs/MCLs are used in assessment screening
• Previous data evaluations are updated

• Proactive Approach
• Interim Measures implemented as assessment continues
• Site-specific RM-2 levels are being developed for screening
• Final cleanup levels are TBD

3M CONSENT ORDER

Hazardous Waste Topics



PERMITTING/ ENFORCEMENT
• Interpretation Request

• Industry request for RCRA permitting exemptions and/or 
exclusions

• Generators and permitted facilities are requesting 
evaluation of their proposed processes

• State vs EPA interpretations
Use 

Constituting 
Disposal

Treatment 
Standards

Wastewater 
Treatment 

Units

Totally 
Enclosed 
Systems

K061/K062/F006 
Operations

Sufficiently 
Impervious

Hazardous 
Secondary 
Materials

Hazardous Waste Topics



HAZARDOUS WASTE 
ENFORCEMENT AND 

COMPLIANCE

On-going compliance assistance to reduce the number of 
significant non-compliers (SNCs) in program

• Quarterly outreach to TSDFs and Large/Small Quantity 
Generators via email

• Presentations at various conferences around state
• Video calls/discussions
• Development of videos for website posting

#1 Common Inspection Finding Leading to SNC Determination

• TSD Storage > 1 year or storage in unpermitted areas
• LQG Storage > 90 days
• SQG Storage > 180 days

Compliance Assistance Documents and Videos

• www.adem.alabama.gov/compliance-assistance 

INDUSTRIAL HW: 
JENNIFER MCCORD

GOVERNMENTAL HW: 
KELLEY HARTLEY

CONTACTS



Hazardous Waste
ENFORCEMENT  TRAINING IMPACT

• Decreased SNC
• Increased Compliance assistance 

request
• Increased Request for Training 

workshops

What have we seen:



HAZARDOUS 
WASTE
RULEMAKING Hazardous Waste (Division 14) – Effective February 14, 2026

Updates included 7 Federal Registers:
• Conditional Exclusion for Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Streams in Geologic Sequestration 

Activities (2014)
• Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals From Electric Utilities (2015)
• Test Method for Standards to Control Organic Emissions (2023)
• Technical Corrections for the Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements Rule, the 

Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals Rule, and the Definition of Solid Waste Rule 
(2023)

• Integrating e-Manifest With Hazardous Waste Exports and Other Manifest-
Related Reports, PCB Manifest Amendments, and Technical Corrections (2024)

• Management of Certain Hydrofluorocarbons and Substitutes Under the American 
Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act of 2020 (2024)

• Second Technical Corrections to Hazardous Waste Generator Improvements, the 
Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals, and the Definition of Solid Waste Rules (2024)

Note:  Waiting on Authorization from EPA.



Underground 
Storage 

Tanks(UST)



UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS (UST)
TOPICS

Since 1989:
• 12,573 UST leak sites identified

-11,782 UST sites cleaned up
-763 UST sites currently being cleaned up

Lust Trust Fund Status



Water Quality Program Volume II-UST (Division 6)

Current Proposed Rulemaking:                                      
EMC Approved August 14, 2026

• Changes the definition for “significant noncompliance 
subject to delivery prohibition” to clarify payment of the 
yearly underground storage tank fee. 

• Revisions are also proposed to rule 335-6-15-.42 to 
clarify language related to the yearly underground 
storage tank fee.

• Tentative effective date:  October 15, 2026

UNDERGROUND 
STORAGE TANKS 

(UST)
RULEMAKING



Solid Waste 



CCR UPDATES

• Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals from 
Electric Utilities; Federal CCR Permit Program

• Proposed Rule published on Feb. 20, 2020
• Reopened on May 28, 2026;
• Comment Period Ended: July 29, 2026

• Federal CCR Permit Program; General Permit 
Provisions

• Advance notice of proposed rulemaking
• Federal Register publication:  July 14, 2026
• Comment Period Ends:  October 13, 2026

• Federal permitting program – timeline still 
uncertain

• Legacy Units ( Final Rule Effective November 8, 2024)
• Currently under appeal

• CCR Management Unit Deadline Extension Rule
• Effective February 10, 2026

• Disposal of Coal Combustion Residuals from Electric 
Utilities; Legacy/CCRMU Amendments

• Proposed Rule

• Federal Register publication:  April 13, 2026

• Comment Period Ended:  June 12, 2026;  Extended 
to June 29, 2026 
Responds to requests for: 

 Regulatory relief for Legacy SIs and CCRMU, 

 Flexibility in the regulations to consider site-specific factors and risk, and

 Reduced obstacles and regulatory clarity regarding beneficial use of CCR



CCR 
AUTHORIZATION

• Complete Application submitted to EPA – May 18, 2026
• AL CCR Permit Program Approval – Proposal Published in FR on July 14, 2026

• Virtual hearing held on September 3, 2026, by EPA
• Comment Period Ended on September 14, 2026

Program Authorization

• Amend state regulations
• Department continues implementation of closures and corrective measures

Next Steps

• North Dakota CCR Program Approval – Effective December 17, 2025
• Wyoming CCR Program Approval – Effective March 30, 2026
• Virginia CCR Permit Program Approval – Published in FR on May 4, 2026
• Louisiana CCR Permit Program Approval – Published in FR on June 5, 2026

Recent CCR developments

• Once program is approved, permits will be evaluated and amended as appropriate 
to ensure compliance with federally approved CCR program by the Department.

Until Alabama program approved by EPA CCR facilities are subject to 
both state and federal rules



Landfills and Solid Waste Reduction 

• Improved landfills 1989-2026
-141 unlined MSW landfills closed
-30 state-of-the-art lined MSW landfill permits today

• Solid waste reduction since 1989
-Rate increased from 5% to >25%
-Rate increased from .2 million TPY to 3.9 million 
TPY
-Reduction goal increased to 40% in 2024

SOLID WASTE TOPICS

Unauthorized Solid Waste Dumps (UAD) and 
Scrap Tire Site (STS) Cleanups

• 2,502 UADs remediated 2009-2026
-1,853 UADs remediated by responsible parties
- 649 UADs innocent landowners held harmless

• Scrap Tire Cleanups 2006-2026
- 400 illegal scrap tire dumps cleaned up
- >11 million passenger tires cleaned up



RECYCLING TOPICS

• Updated regulations, improving recycling information
• Statewide Recycling Study – Finalized
• Improving reporting & collection of accurate recycling data - Ongoing

• Continued emphasis on expanding and upgrading collection and processing of 
recyclable materials

• Continued emphasis on public outreach and education

• Increased emphasis on connecting collection/processing with end use manufacturing

• Alabama Recycles Campaign developed in partnership with Alabama Recycling 
Coalition

• https://alrecycles.org/campaign/alabama-recycles/

Our Tipping Rate Is Increasing!!!
Effective January 1, 2027 the solid waste tipping rate will increase from $1 to $1.30 per ton. 

https://alrecycles.org/campaign/alabama-recycles/
https://alrecycles.org/campaign/alabama-recycles/
https://alrecycles.org/campaign/alabama-recycles/
https://alrecycles.org/campaign/alabama-recycles/


SOLID WASTE TOPICS



“Big 5”
Compliance

SOLID WASTE



SOLID WASTE 
RULEMAKING

Division 13 – Solid Waste Program

Proposed upcoming rulemaking:
• The proposed revisions would update 335-13-15, Standards 

for the Disposal of CCR in Landfills and Surface 
Impoundments, to incorporate several final FR published by 
EPA.  Other minor technical correction will be proposed to 
Chapters 4, 5, 8, and 11.
• Stage:  Drafting of Rules
• Timing: Public Notice to be Determined
• Projected Commission Consideration:  To be determined



SOLID WASTE 
RULEMAKING

Division 4 – Scrap Tire Program

Proposed upcoming rulemaking:

• Proposed changes will incorporate ACT #2025-202 which was 
enacted on April 22, 2025, allowing Class 2 municipalities to 
establish agreements with the Department to enforce ST 
regulations.  Also, update rules to align with State of AL 
contracting process.
• Stage:  Public Notice September 2026
• Timing: Public Hearing November 2026
• Projected Commission: February 12, 2026



PROGRAM MODERNIZATION AEPACS



PROGRAM MODERNIZATION AEPACS

Alabama Environmental Permitting and Compliance System 
(AEPACS)

• Department’s electronic data system
• Facilities can apply for and maintain permits 
• Apply for registrations and certifications
• Allows payment of application fees
• Allows facilities to electronically submit required 

compliance reports and other information to ADEM
• Goal is to reduce paper and improve efficiency

Land programs currently operating in AEPACS:

Beneficial Use 

• Recycling Program (Registrations and Grant Fund)
• Scrap Tire Program (Registrations/Permits & Grant Fund)
• Unauthorized Dump/Scrap Tire Sites 
• County Right of Way (ROW) Program – Scrap Tire and Unauthorized 

Dumps
• UST Program (Compliance & Corrective Action)
• Solid Waste (Landfills/CCR/Composting)

Development of other Land program scheduled for 2026:

• Hazardous Waste Transporters



General Rulemaking



GENERAL ADEM
RULEMAKING

General Administrative (Division 1)

Current Proposed Rulemaking:                                      
EMC Approved August 14, 2026

• A few new fees were added for activities not covered in 
current fee structure.

• Most fees will receive 25% increase.
• Exceptions to fee increases:

• Programs that were sufficiently funded
• Programs where the Department is trying to encourage the 

regulated community’s participation (i.e. environmental 
cleanup program).

• Proposing to adopt a defined cycle where ADEM fees are 
modified annually based on Consumer Price Index (CPI).

• Tentative effective date:  October 15, 2026



QUESTIONS



CONTACT 
INFORMATION Sonja F. Baker, Chief

Industrial Hazardous Waste Branch

Land Division

(334) 270-5627

smb@adem.alabama.gov
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