
 

September 21-23, Biloxi, MS 

A&WMA SOUTHERN SECTION CONFERENCE AGENDA  
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

8:00 am – 1:00 pm REGISTRATION AND EXHIBITOR SET-UP – Vision Ballroom Salon C  (Lunch on your own) 

GENERAL SESSION – Vision A/B 

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm Welcome & Introduction Richard Wales, Chair, A&WMA Southern Section 

1:15 pm – 1:25 pm Welcome from Chattanooga Mark Heinzer, Administrator, Wastewater 
Department, City of Chattanooga 

1:25 pm – 2:00 pm Chattanooga Parks and Outdoors Brian Smith, Communications and Marketing 
Director, Chattanooga Parks and Outdoors 

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm State of A&WMA 

Power Sector – Federal Energy and 
Environment Developments 

John Kinsman, President-Elect, A&WMA 
International & Consultant, Edison Electric 
Institute (Retired) 

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm BREAK – Vision Salon C 

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm Waste Updates – Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation  

Rob Ashe, Deputy Director, Field Operations, 
Division of Solid Waste Management 

3:45 pm – 4:30 pm Permitting and Operating a Data Center Slater Smith, Senior Environmental Consultant, 
Trinity Consultants Inc. 

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm Latest Legalities with Data Centers Keith Turner, Partner, Jones Walker LLP 

5:15 pm – 5:45 pm Data Centers: Energy Without Compromise Phillip Crittendon, Sr. Manager, Strategic Planning 
TVA 

5:45 pm – 6:00 pm Living Near a Data Center Chris Howard, Senior Air Modeler, Blue Sky 
Modeling LLC 

  Reception @ DoubleTree Grove Lounge 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Sponsored by ALL4 

Thursday, September 17, 2026 

BREAKFAST BUFFET – Ballroom Foyer 
7:00 am – 8:30 am 
Sponsored by TVA 

MORNING SESSION – Vision Salon A/B 

8:00 am – 9:00 am EPA Region 4 Air Updates Denisse Diaz, Director, Air and Radiation 
Division, EPA Region 4 

Lynorae Benjamin, Deputy Director, Air and 
Radiation Division, EPA Region 4 

9:00 am – 9:40 am EPA Region 4 Waste Updates Nancy McKee Perez, Chief, UST & Data 
Management Section; Land, Chemicals & 
Redevelopment Division; EPA Region 4 

9:40 am – 10:00 am BREAK – Vision Salon C  
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Thursday, September 17, 2026 (continued) 
MORNING SESSION – Vision Salon A/B 

10:00 am  - 10:30 am Critical Review: Data Fusion for Air Pollution 
Exposure Modeling 

Joshua Fu, PhD, Chancellor’s Professor, Dept. of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, University 
of Tennessee 

10:30 am – 11:00 am AI Applications for Weather and Air Quality 
Forecasts 

Joshua Fu, PhD, Chancellor’s Professor, Dept. of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, University 
of Tennessee 

11:00 am – 11:30 am MPAS-CMAQ: Introduction of the next 
generation of EPA’s Multiscale Air Quality 
Model 

Zhixu Sun, Dept. of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, University of Tennessee 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm Tracking Ozone Sources in Memphis, TN Cheng-En Yang, PhD, Research Assistant 
Professor, Dept. of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, University of Tennessee 

LUNCH BUFFET – Ballroom Foyer  

Scholarship Awards 

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  

AFTERNOON SESSION – Vision Salon A/B 

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Waste Updates – Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division  

Sarah Visser, Chief, Land Protection Branch 

2:00 pm – 2:30 pm Waste Updates – Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality  

Brad Justice, Hazardous Waste Compliance 
Lead, Waste Division 

2:30 pm – 3:00 pm Air Updates – Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality  

Jaricus Whitlock, Chief, Air Division 

3:00 pm – 3:15 pm BREAK – Vision Salon C 

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm Local Agencies’ Role and Challenges in Air 
Quality 

Jason Howanitz, Principal Air Pollution Control 
Engineer, Air and Radiation Protection 
Division, Jefferson County Dept. of Health 

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm Air Updates – Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation  

James “Jimmy” Johnston, Deputy Director, 
Division of Air Pollution Control 

4:15 pm – 4:45 pm Air Updates – Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division  

James “Jim” Boylan, Ph.D., Chief, Air 
Protection Branch 

5:30 pm – 8:00 pm Tennessee River Dinner Cruise (Cost included in registration) 

Casual Dress - Boarding at 5:30 pm, Sail at 6:00 pm 
Southern Belle Riverboat 
151 Riverfront Parkway 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 
423-266-4488 
(~0.5 mile walk. Transportation on your own. Parking is available near riverfront.) 
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Friday, September 18, 2026 

7:00 am – 3:00 pm EXHIBITOR TEARDOWN – Vision Ballroom Salon C   

BREAKFAST – Ballroom Foyer 

7:00 am – 8:30 am 

Sponsored by Jones Walker LLP 

SPECIAL SESSIONS – Vision Salon A/B 

8:30 am – 9:00 am Air Updates – Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management  

Samantha Sims, Chief, Industrial Chemicals 
Section, Air Division 

9:00 am – 9:30 am Waste Updates – Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management 

Sonja Favors, Chief, Industrial Hazardous 
Waste Branch, Land Division 

9:30 am – 10:00 am To Net or Not to Net – Navigating PSD 
Applicability in Oil & Gas 

Nicholas Fitzmorris, Senior Project Engineer,  
T. Baker Smith 

10:00 am – 10:30 am BREAK – Vision Salon C 

10:30 am – 11:30 am The Quest for Professionalism  
(1 Hour Ethics) 

Robynn Andracsek, Senior Project Engineer,   
T. Baker Smith 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm Overview of TDEC Order for Coal Combustion 
Residual (CCR) 

Brandon Boyd, Manager, Stewardship, Projects 
and Outreach, TVA 

12:00 pm ADJOURN 

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Southern Section Board Lunch Meeting – Wisdom Boardroom 

 
Scan for Certificate of Professional Development 
Hours and Survey: (https://msawma.org/survey.php)  

 

Attractions, restaurants, etc. in Chattanooga, TN 
(https://www.visitchattanooga.com/)  

Southern Belle Riverboat Information: 
(https://chattanoogariverboat.com/) 
Southern Belle Riverboat 
151 Riverfront Parkway 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 
423-266-4488 
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