Minutes

Southern Section A&WMA Conference Call

March 10, 2011
PRESENT:
Julie Aslinger, Andrew Covington, John Hawkins,
Richard Holland, Harriet Hudson, Mary Ann Keon, Benjamin Sessions, and Justice Manning

The meeting was called to order by Mary Ann Keon at approximately 1:05 CST.

There were no comments or objections to the consent agenda, and it was adopted as written (see attached).

TREASURER’S REPORT

Justice reported in Shelley’s absence that the Section currently has a balance of funds in the amount of $23,252.04.  Of this, $10,220.00 is in a CD.  Justice stated that the pass-through funds had been deducted from this balance, but that the checks had not been mailed to the chapters.  Also, the Webmaster’s invoice has not been paid.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AL Chapter
Harriet Hudson reported that the Alabama Chapter is holding officer elections next week, and that they are planning to hold a regulatory update later in the year.

GA Chapter
Benjamin Sessions reported that the Georgia Chapter will be holding a Board Meeting tomorrow, March 11, with a Brown Bag Luncheon on Environmental Assurance to follow.  The Georgia Chapter will be holding a regulatory conference on April 15, 2011.  All information is available on the web.  The Southern Section Annual Conference is being held August 3-5, 2011.   The dates and information have been submitted, and all information is available on the Chapter and Section web sites.  Benjamin asked that everyone forward the information to anyone who might be interested in attending.

MS Chapter
Andrew Covington stated that he had nothing to report.

E TN Chapter

No one was on the call to provide a report from the East Tennessee Chapter.

W/M TN Chapter
Julie Aslinger reported that the Western and Middle Tennessee Chapter has completed officer elections, and that they are hoping to plan an officer’s meeting for March.  Justice stated that he would contact Sara Matthews to obtain a list of the new officers to post on the web.

Education

Justice reported that he had received one scholarship application from a student at Mississippi State.  Mary Ann asked how the scholarship selection process works.  Justice explained that application requests are sent to major universities in Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee.  A selection committee of up to five people will choose the recipients of the scholarships.  Anyone on the Board can serve on the committee.  The scholarships will be awarded at the Annual Conference.

Young Professionals

Benjamin Sessions reported that he hopes to have more young professional participation at the Southern Section Annual Conference.

NEW BUSINESS
Mary Ann asked if any progress had been made in the effort to find a new Chair for the East Tennessee Section.  Richard Holland said that he had made some contacts, but has not received any commitments yet.  Richard stated that he would work with Julie and John Hawkins or possibly Eric Flowers to make some more contacts, possibly with someone from the State.

Mary Ann stated that the Leadership Academy is being held in Pittsburg on April 8 – 10, 2011.  Mary Ann stated that she attended last year and it was “very good”.  She asked if anyone would like to attend or if they would like to recommend someone to attend.  Mary Ann said she would send the information around to everyone on the call.

Mary Ann asked if this day and time are good for future conference calls.  It was decided to move the call to the first Thursday in April, and the next meeting has been scheduled for April 7, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. EDT (1:00 pm CDT).


The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 p.m. CST.

Action Items:

1. Shelley to mail the Webmaster, Knol Aust, payment for his invoice by March 26.

2. Chapters to send list of new officers to HQ (Stephanie Glyptis) and to Justice for posting on the Section web site.

3. GA Chapter to continue working on the agenda for the Southern Section Annual Meeting and have a registration form distributed as soon as possible.

4. Any one who would like to serve on the Scholarship selection committee should notify John Hawkins or Justice Manning by April 29, 2011.  John Hawkins, Pleas McNeel, and Justice Manning are those who have agreed to serve thus far.

5. Interested Board members in the two Tennessee chapters need to step forward to assist with reactivating the E TN Chapter as Richard Holland has had emergency heart by pass surgery.

6. Please note that the Board changed the next Conference Call from April 14 to April 7 at 2 p.m. EDT (1 p.m. CDT).  
7. All Board members and Chapter leadership who have not had A&WMA leadership training are encouraged to attend the Leadership Training Academy in Pittsburgh April 8 – 10, 2011.  Mary Ann mailed details on March 15, 2011.  For those leaders who have never attended, the time is well worth the effort.  More details may be found at  http://www.awma.org/Public/iMIS/ContentManagement/Search.aspx?SearchTerms=Leadership%20Training%20Academy
March 10, 2011

Consent Agenda
Southern Section AWMA

Item #1:  Secretary’s Report and Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the February Conference call were distributed on Wednesday, February 16.  No comments/changes were received from board members prior to the requested deadline of February 23, so the minutes were posted to the web site.  Subsequently, a typo was noted and the minutes on file were corrected and posted.

Item  #2: Treasurer’s Report 


Total Funds





$23,252.04







Investment
  10,220.00





(CD at First Tennessee Bank)

 
 Available Balance 




$13,032.04

The only outstanding bill for the month of February, due by March 26, is the Invoice for the web master of $181.99.  

  
Item  #3: Committee Reports
a. [Section report by Chair]

b. [Alabama Chapter]

c. [GA Chapter report]

d. [MS Chapter report]

e. [E TN Chapter report]

f. [W/M TN Chapter report]

g. Education : 
h. Membership report: Membership may be reflecting the slow growth of the economy!?.  As of March 7, 2011, we have 289 members, an increase of 8 over last month and 25 since the beginning of the year.  More diligent contacts of lapsed members and new colleagues this year should result in an increase of the membership level to well over 300.   Therefore, membership continues to need more attention

i. [Young Professional report]

j. Scholarship: After Board approval for 3 scholarships at $1500 each Justice mailed the updated application package to 34 contacts at 12 universities.  Two were returned with incorrect email addresses; one of these was corrected.  Copies of additional distribution within the universities have been received from 3 or 4 recipients.  Justice will mail the application package to all student members of the association.  Generous help in getting the package user friendly was provided by Pleas McNeel.

Item  #4: Old Business 


Item  #5: Next Meeting Date, Location, and Time: The next call will be April 14 at 2:00 p.m. EST (1:00 p.m. CST).
