Minutes

Southern Section A&WMA Conference Call

May 12, 2011
PRESENT:
Dallas Baker, Allison Casey, Ronald Farley, Shelley Forbes, Elizabeth Keen (for Brad Glisson), Richard Holland, Desiree Howell, Benjamin Sessions, and Justice Manning

The meeting was called to order by Allison Casey at approximately 2:05 EDT.

There were no comments or objections to the consent agenda, and it was adopted as written (see attached).

SECRETARY’S REPORT  See Consent Agenda.

TREASURER’S REPORT
See Consent Agenda for this report.  Shelley indicated that no bills are outstanding.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Section Report

Allison indicated that Mary Ann had mentioned only the Annual Meeting status which would be discussed later under Old Business, so nothing further here.

AL Chapter
Received later via email: The Alabama Chapter had a Board meeting on Wednesday, May 11.  They will be hosting an ADEM Air Division Regulatory Update in the fall.  No specifics yet.  The chapter inquired whether the Section Treasurer has received a check for the Section’s portion of the Annual Meeting surplus.  Shelley has received it and the Treasurer’s report includes that under available funds.  However, Shelley has not deposited the check.
 
GA Chapter
The chapter was scheduled for a Brown Bag Chapter meeting on Friday, May 13.  The topic, which was posted on their, as well as the Section’s, web site, is to be Social Media (Facebook, Tweet, etc.) Policies and associated legalities for businesses and professionals.  Their remaining activities revolve around the  Section Annual Meeting hosted by them, discussed below.

MS Chapter
Desiree reported on the Regulatory Update held on April 29 in Jackson at the Mississippi College School of Law.  The highlight was a staffer from Senator Thad Cochran’s office providing an update status of legislation on environmental activities.  Since the College of Law was a co-sponsor, attendance was pretty good, between 30 – 40.

E TN Chapter

No one was on the call to provide a report from the East Tennessee Chapter.

W/M TN Chapter
Elizabeth reported that the Western and Middle Tennessee Chapter has scheduled a Chapter meeting at AMEC Earth and Environmental, Inc. for May 19 on the topic of Greenhouse Gas Permitting to be presented by TN DEC Assistant Director, Lacey Hardin.  Details, including directions of how to drive to AMEC, are on the Section web site.

Scholarship/Membership

See consent agenda.

Young Professionals

Benjamin reported that a meeting specifically for the Young Professionals will be held at the SS Annual Meeting at Callaway.  He encouraged the Board to invite some of them to present papers at the meeting.  If enough do, a special session will be developed.

OLD BUSINESS

Information, including registration information, for the 2011 Southern Section Annual Meeting is on the web site, with registration available online through a link to the GA Chapter web site.  Benjamin reported that only 10 people had registered so far; have 7 or 8 exhibitors; and application for about 10 presentations.  He is open for suggestions and what needs to be top priority at this stage.  Many suggestions were offered by several of the Board members.  For example, make personal contact for presenters with requests for specific topics.  Benjamin said that the overall theme is Sustainability.  Someone mentioned the Southern Company, which is headquartered in Atlanta.  Richard said that he will contact some TVA folks, especially with respect to the $350 million Consent Agreement with EPA on the Coal Ash project.  Dallas recommended contacting graduate school professors to get some of their students to present their work.  He also mentioned an “off the wall” subject by an excellent presenter at the 2008 MS-hosted Annual Meeting, which turned out to be one of the best-received presentations.  Justice suggested having at least one speaker from the legal profession; two good contacts are within the Section, Ron Farley and Joan Sasine.  Contact with keynote speakers is critical since these type people have schedules that are hard to change.  Also, regulators need to be contacted directly; this can be done by the committee or ask contacts within the chapters to do this.  Dallas will contact MS regulators (probably only one person for air and waste as the travel budget is not good); Elizabeth will contact TN representatives; Benjamin said that he will handle GA contacts.  Still need someone to follow up with the AL regulators.  Elizabeth will also make contact with potential presenters from E. TN.

· The only representative from the Section to attend the Leadership Training Institute in April was the MS Chapter Chair, Desiree Howell.  She had favorable comments on the value of the networking, as well as training, for all leadership in the chapters and section.

NEW BUSINESS
The A&WMA has sent a request for support of the A&WMA exhibit for the World Scout Jamboree (WSJ) to be held in Sweden.  Dallas Baker moved that the Southern Section donate $1,000 to the WSJ; seconded by Ron Farley.  After some discussion, primarily info presentation, the Board approved this contribution.

In addition to supporting the GA Chapter in implementing the Annual Meeting finalization, Benjamin encouraged as many of the Board as possible to plan to attend.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:50 p.m. EDT.  The next conference call will be June 9, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. Eastern time (1:00 CDT).

Action Items:

· Justice will complete the long form IRS document required for tax-exempt organizations.

· Shelley will deposit check from Annual Meeting sent to her by the AL Chapter.  She will also forward a check for $1,000 to the A&WMA headquarters for the World Scout Jamboree as approved by the Board.  Justice to send her a form.

· GA Chapter to complete a draft agenda as early as possible for posting and distributing by implementing appropriate suggestions from Board members.  In particular, further solicitation of speakers, especially Key Note, State regulators, and others.  Various Board members (see above) to assist as stated.

· Justice and Board members are to become more aggressive in contacting lapsed members and colleagues to invite as members to the Southern Section, preferably as International members but certainly as Associates.
May 12, 2011

Consent Agenda

Southern Section AWMA

Item #1:  Secretary’s Report and Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the April Conference call were distributed on Sunday, May 8.  Board members were given until the Conference Call on Thursday, May 12 to review for comment or corrections.  After that the minutes of the April call will be posted on the Section web site.

Item  #2: Treasurer’s Report 

 
  
Item  #3: Committee Reports
a. [Section report by Chair]

b. [Alabama Chapter]

c. [GA Chapter report]

d. [MS Chapter report]

e. [E TN Chapter report]

f. [W/M TN Chapter report]

g. Education: 
h. Membership report: Membership numbers continue to fluctuate.  As of May 8, 2011, we have 278 members, an increase of 4 from last month.  I am in the process of contacting lapsed members.  More diligent contacts by our members of their colleagues and follow up with lapsed members this year should result in an increase of the membership level to over 300.   Therefore, membership continues to need more attention

i. [Young Professional report]

j. Scholarship: No additional scholarship applications have been received.  Applications were mailed to student members of record.
Item  #4: Old Business 

Item  #5: Next Meeting Date, Location, and Time

The next call is scheduled for June 9 at 2 p.m. EDT (1 p.m. CDT)  

