Minutes

Southern Section A&WMA Conference Call

May 20, 2010

PRESENT:
Allison Casey, Ron Farley, Shelley Forbes, Jeff Kitchens, Shelby Stringfellow, Martha Sims, Justice Manning

The meeting was called to order by Ron Farley at 1:04 pm CDT.  It was noted that a quorum was not present.

Ron asked if anyone had any objections to any items on the consent agenda.  None were voiced.  Since no information was submitted for Items 2, 3a., 3c., and 4 those items will be moved to the regular agenda.  Ron also asked that Item 3b. be moved to the regular agenda.

Treasurer’s Report

Shelley reported the following: 

The section has the following funds available:



Total Funds:

$25,732.29



Available Funds:
$15,512.29 

 

Shelley has not been able to deposit the latest dues reimbursement check from HQ.  The breakdown for this would be as follows:

Total:

$1640.00


Section:
$1093.33


Chapters:
$546.67

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Section

Ron reported that he had received a circular regarding the Annual Conference to be held in Calgary.  Ron also recently attended the Leadership Conference.  

AL Chapter

Shelby Stringfellow reported that a planning meeting for the annual meeting was held today.  The calls for papers and exhibitor requests have been mailed.  They have begun receiving abstracts from possible presenters.  

He also stated that the chapter recently held a dinner meeting on April 29.  Cheryl Collins with Southern Company spoke about nuclear power generation.
GA Chapter

No one from the chapter was on the call.  Ron reported that he attended the Georgia Chapter’s Regulatory Update on April 23.
MS Chapter

Allison Casey reported that the chapter held a regulatory update at the end of April.  The content of the program was strong.  Attendance at the update was fair.  Proceedings of the meeting are posted on the Section web site.  The chapter is beginning to work on scholarships.  

E TN Chapter

No one from that chapter was on the call.

W/M TN Chapter

No one from that chapter was on the call.  However, Charles Burgess had provided Ron with an email of the chapter activities.  His email stated that the chapter had been contacted by International regarding booth support at the National PTA convention to be held in Memphis in early June.  His email also stated that the chapter annual report should be completed soon.

Old Business

Section/Chapter Annual Reports

Justice reported that he has sent a request to the MS and W/M TN chapters regarding their annual reports.  It is his understanding that the W/M TN chapter is waiting only on financial information.  Allison Casey reported that she has spoken to the chapter treasurer and assured the section that they are working diligently to complete the report.

New Business

Reports from the Leadership Conference

Ron Farley, Mary Ann Keon, and Allison Casey attended this meeting, which was held April 9 – 11 in Pittsburgh.  Ron reported that the following ideas were raised/discussed:

· Formalization of a policy manual for local units

· Tax return issues that affect non-profits, e.g., A&WMA units

· Membership/membership reports

· Assistance available to the sections

Ron will provide a written report regarding the conference to the section in the future.  He stated that he thought the conference was extremely helpful and that future leadership should attend.  Allison agreed with Ron on the benefits of the conference.

Membership

Justice reported that membership continues to drop.  As of May 18, the section had 273 members, as compared to 343 at the beginning of last year.  Justice has made contact with some members whose membership has lapsed.  He feels that personal contact is extremely important in this matter.  Ron asked for the chapters’ support in this matter by contacting lapsed members and recruiting new members at chapter functions.

The date of the next call is scheduled for June 10, 2010 at 1 pm CDT.

The call was adjourned at 1:41 pm CDT.

Action Items:

1. Shelley to deposit dues reimbursement and send Chapter portions to them at her convenience.

2. Ron to prepare a summary report of activities at the Leadership Training in April.  Follow-up has already begun with the affected persons within the Section, e.g., the Treasurer.

3. AL Chapter to proceed with Annual Meeting preparation, e.g., prepare registration form (done), develop agenda, and get speakers.

4. MS and W/M TN Chapters to complete Annual Report ASAP (W/M TN chapter completed).

Chapters to begin emphasizing increasing membership at local Chapter activities.  The Section to do the same at Annual Meeting with a membership promotion opportunity.  All members are encouraged to participate in this activity by inviting colleagues and business associates.

May 20, 2010

Consent Agenda

Southern Section AWMA

Item #1:  Secretary’s Report and Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the April 8 Conference call were distributed April 20.  No comments/changes were received so they were posted to the web site on May 19, 2010.

Item  #2: Treasurer’s Report 
  
Item  #3: Committee Reports
a. [Education]
b. Membership report: Membership continues to drop at the Section level as well as Internationally.  As of May 18, we had only 273 members, three less than at the March call with little relief in sight.  Any suggestions?

c. [Young Professional report]

d. Scholarship: Inquiry and statement of interest in applying for a scholarship has been received from two students at GA Tech.  No applications.
Item  #4: Old Business 

Item  #5: Next Meeting Date, Location, and Time: June 10, 2010; 1 p.m. CDT (2 p.m. EDT)
