Minutes

Southern Section A&WMA Conference Call

January 28, 2010

PRESENT:
Dallas Baker, Charles Burgess, Allison Casey, Ron Farley, John Hawkins, Richard Holland, Jeffery Kitchens, Russell Kemp, Elizabeth Peeler, Ben Sessions, Martha Sims, and Justice Manning

The meeting was called to order by Ron Farley at 1:06 pm CST.

Ron asked that Item 3 (except j.) and Item 5 of the Consent Agenda (see attached) be moved to the regular agenda.  Jeff Kitchens made a motion to accept the consent agenda with the above changes.  The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

Justice reported that Shelley had previously provided him with the following information:

 

Total Funds: $26,642.64

Available Funds: $16,642.64

The totals above do not include any recent phone charges, so this number may not be the final for year ending 2009.

Introduction of New Board Members
Ron introduced the following new board members:


Section Vice-Chair
Mary Ann Keon


Chapter Chairs



AL

Shelby Stringfellow



GA

Russell Kemp



MS

Allison Casey



W/M TN
Charles Burgess

COMMITTEE REPORTS


Section

Ron Farley thanked everyone for their participation.  He stated that, in the upcoming year, he would like to see the section expand its membership.  He also stated that he would like for the section to work with all the chapters to provide education opportunities for the section members.

AL Chapter

No report was given.
GA Chapter

Russell Kemp reported the following:

· Recent board meeting was held on 1/21.  He reported that both the chapter’s major conferences were in the black last year.  He credited this to a lowering of the registration fees for these conferences.

· The chapter is planning a regulatory conference for 4/22 at EPA’s offices in Atlanta.

· Ben Sessions is already pulling a team together to begin discussions about next year’s Southern Section Annual Meeting, which the GA Chapter will be hosting.

· A brown bag luncheon is scheduled for 2/12.  Someone from Engineers without Borders will be speaking.

MS Chapter

Allison Casey reported that the chapter has begun discussion regarding the possibility of the chapter holding a regulatory update.  She also reported that the chapter had given a $1500 scholarship to a graduate student at Mississippi State University.

E TN Chapter

No report was given.

W/M TN Chapter

Charles Burgess reported that the chapter has scheduled their first meeting for 2/2.  They will be hosting a webinar regarding coal combustion residues and beneficial re-use at the Vanderbilt University Club.  Charles also stated that the chapter still needs to elect a vice chair and a director.

Education

John Hawkins stated that his chapter had begun to invite students to chapter meetings.  He also stated that they had been successful in a couple of recent webinars.  John stated that he feels that the problem getting students involved is due mainly to lack of members at universities to talk to the student about involvement in AWMA and to serve as Student Chapter sponsors.

Young Professionals

Ben Sessions reported that Kat Galloway will be the GA chapter’s new Young Professionals contact.  They are hoping to increase the membership of young professionals in the group.

Membership

Justice reported that membership for January 2010 for the section is down to 312, as compared to 373 for January 2009.  Justice stated that he felt the downturn in the economy plus a lack of personal contact has contributed to the decline in membership.  He reminded the chapter representatives that they should emphasize national membership at all of the chapter functions.

Old Business


Status of 2009 Annual Meeting 

Justice still has not heard from either Steve McDaniel or Tom Bussman regarding the status of this topic.  Justice agreed to attempt to contact them in the near future.

Status of Vacant Section Offices

Justice reported that all ballots, 38 in total, have been received resulting in Mary Ann Keon as Vice Chair and Shelley Forbes as Treasurer for two more years.

2010 Annual Meeting

Ron reported that the annual meeting will be held in Mobile August 3-6, 2010.  A Save the Date flyer should be mailed shortly, with a request for papers to follow soon thereafter.  Justice stated that the Alabama Chapter should get information to potential exhibitors as soon as possible.  Ron stated that the chapter is working on that now.

NEW BUSINESS

Meeting Time and Day

Justice will circulate a sheet to board members for their preference on the date and time of the call.  Martha, who is the host of the call, stated that she could not host the call on Tuesday afternoons or Wednesday mornings.

Southern Section Support for the BSA 100th Anniversary Jamboree

John Hawkins provided information regarding this subject.  He stated that AWMA provided support to the BSA Jamboree in 2001 and 2005.  He would like for the chapters and sections to provide support for the Jamboree (both financial and volunteer support).  He thinks that the section donated $1500 to the cause in 2005.  Ron asked that all members review the information that John provided and we would consider it during the February conference call.

The date of the next call will be determined at a later date.

The call was adjourned at 1:49 pm CST.

Action Items:

1. Justice to proceed to have presentations from last year’s meeting that he has obtained posted on the web site.  All were never submitted.

2. Justice to make a continuing effort to contact lapsed members where possible by telephone to encourage continuing membership in the Association, especially the Southern Section.  Other members are encouraged to do the same with colleagues and other contacts.

3. The following chapters are reminded that it is well past time to elect officers for the new year.  The following chapters need to forward new officer names and contact information to Justice for posting on the web site.  Georgia, Alabama, W/M TN, and E TN.

4. Justice to compile results of “meeting” time poll and send to Ron, Martha, and Jeff. (Done)

5. Board members to consider whether the Section is to support the BSA National Jamboree on their 100th anniversary and to what level and be ready to vote at next conference call.

6. Day and time of next call to be decided by Ron Farley, Martha Sims, and Jeff Kitchens and Board notified in sufficient time before call. (2nd Thursday of each month beginning in March)
January 28, 2010

Consent Agenda/Calendar (Template)

Southern Section AWMA

Item #1:  Secretary’s Report and Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the December Conference call were distributed and no comments/changes were received.  Therefore, the minutes have been posted to the web site as approved.

Item  #2: Treasurer’s Report 
  
Item  #3: Committee Reports
a. [Section report by Chair]

b. [Alabama Chapter]

c. [GA Chapter report]

d. [MS Chapter report]

e. [E TN Chapter report]

f. [W/M TN Chapter report]

g. Education : Please see attached documentation for consideration during our next conference call; Attached are the Draft Letter requesting support  for 2010 A&WMA BSA National Jamboree, List of  Exhibit Staff from 2005. 2005 outreach summary.

h. Membership report: membership continues to drop at the Section level as well as Internationally.  As of January 4, we had only 312 members, two less than at the December call (members as of 11/30/09).

i. [Young Professional report]

j. Scholarship: For the benefit of the new Board members you might like to be aware that the Section awarded 3 scholarships of $1500 each to graduate students at three universities—MS State University; University of Alabama at Birmingham; and University of MS.  I hope to have a draft package for the Board to consider at the next conference call so that we can decide whether to award scholarships for 2010-11.
Item  #4: Old Business 

Item 7.b.2. on regular agenda: Posting of Proceedings:  We still have 6 outstanding presentations.  The Board needs to decide whether to pursue this or just post what we have, or to ignore posting.  I recommend posting what we have.

Item  #5: Next Meeting Date, Location, and Time

Item 8a. & 9 on Regular Agenda: To be decided by Board. 

