Minutes

Southern Section A&WMA Conference Call

January 13, 2011
PRESENT:
Julie Aslinger, Dallas Baker, Allison Casey, Andrew Covington, Ron Farley, Shelly Forbes, Brad Glisson, John Hawkins,
Richard Holland, Debra Dawson (for Harriet Hudson), Mary Ann Keon, Benjamin Sessions, and Justice Manning

The meeting was called to order by Mary Ann Keon at approximately 1:04 CST.

There were no objections to the consent agenda, and it was adopted as written (see attached).

TREASURER’S REPORT

Shelly reported that the Section has a balance of funds in the amount of $19,911.31.  Of this $10,220.00 is in a CD.  This amount does not include funds from the Southern Section 2010 meeting.


Ron Farley reported on the 2010 Southern Section Meeting.  He stated that the total profit from the meeting was approximately $7,000.  Of this amount, $4,154.89 will come to the Southern Section, which includes $800 from Associate member dues.  Shelly has received the check from the meeting, but it was not deposited before the end of the year.

INTRODUCTIONS


Mary Ann asked all of the board members, new and old, to give a short bio so we could get to know each other.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Section
Ron reported on the 2010 Southern Section Meeting, as reported earlier.

AL Chapter
Debra Dawson reported that the Alabama Chapter is preparing for officer elections, and that the date of the regulatory update is still unknown.

GA Chapter
Benjamin Sessions reported that the Georgia Chapter is working on plans for the 2011 Southern Section Meeting, and plans for a regulatory conference to be held in the Spring.  He asked what would be the best way to distribute information for the conference, including the call for papers.  Justice said that he would distribute the information to the members on the HQ roster and to Section Chairs asking them to distribute to their Associates plus other mailing lists.

MS Chapter
No one was on the call to provide a report from the Mississippi Chapter.

E TN Chapter

No one was on the call to provide a report from the East Tennessee Chapter.

W/M TN Chapter
Brad Glisson reported that the Western and Middle Tennessee Chapter is preparing for officer elections.

Education

John Hawkins reported that Scholarship information would be sent out to schools.  Justice noted that he would add an agenda item for the next call to vote on an amount for the scholarship.

Young Professionals

Benjamin Sessions requested assistance from all Chapters to assist with getting the word out about the Young Professionals program.  Justice reminded us that a Young Professional is less than 35 years old, and their membership fee is a reduced rate of $93, versus the full amount of $180.

Membership

Justice Manning reported that Southern Section membership has fallen below 300 (264 members), which is down from almost 500 in 1998.  He asked that we all invite our colleagues to rejoin, or consider joining for the first time.

OLD BUSINESS
See Ron’s report above under Section for the status of the 2010 Annual Meeting.  Justice is to send a copy of the financial statement to the Board, including last year’s members. 

See Benjamin’s report above under GA Chapter for the status of the 2011 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Mary Ann asked if this day and time are good for future conference calls.  There were no objections, and the next meeting is scheduled for February 10, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. EST (1:00 pm CST).

Dallas Baker spoke for a few minutes on membership, specifically how to increase International membership.  As the International Membership Committee Chairperson, he will be focusing his energy on growing membership.  He told us about the new Association Management System (AMS) that the Association has purchased.  It will allow Chapters to post events to a central calendar, and keep up with membership.

Dallas told us that International membership has dipped down below 7,000 for the first time in several years, from a peak of about 14,000.  However, Young Professional membership has grown dramatically.


The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45 p.m. CST.

Action Items:

1. GA Chapter will continue with tasks on the 2011 Annual Meeting, especially finalizing a registration package for potential exhibitors.
2. Alabama Chapter has finalized the financial report from the August Annual Meeting in Mobile.  Justice will forward a copy to the Chapters (Done).

3. Justice will provide a list of Young Professionals in the Section to Benjamin Sessions. 

4. Justice will provide a draft Scholarship application package to the Board for the next conference call and put that item on the agenda to determine the number and amount of scholarships for the 2011-12 school year.

January 13, 2011

Consent Agenda

Southern Section AWMA

Item #1:  Secretary’s Report and Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the December Conference call were distributed and no comments/changes were received.  Therefore, the minutes have been posted to the web site as approved.

Item  #2: Treasurer’s Report 
  
Item  #3: Committee Reports
a. [Section report by Chair]

b. [Alabama Chapter]

c. [GA Chapter report]

d. [MS Chapter report]

e. [E TN Chapter report]

f. [W/M TN Chapter report]

g. Education : 
h. Membership report: Membership continues to need more attention.  As of January 12, 2011 we have 264 members, the same as for last month.  Maybe with more diligent contacts of lapsed members and new colleagues this year we can increase the membership level back to over 300.

i. [Young Professional report]

j. Scholarship: For the benefit of the new Board members you might like to be aware that the Section awarded 2 scholarships of $1500 each to graduate students at two universities— Fernando Garcia Menendez of GA Tech and Yang Gao of UT.  Justice expects to have a draft scholarship package for the Board to consider at the next conference call so that we can decide whether to award scholarships for 2011-12.
Item  #4: Old Business 


Item 7.a.1: A financial report has been received from the AL Chapter and a check has been sent to the Section Treasurer for its portion of the proceeds.

Item  #5: Next Meeting Date, Location, and Time

Item 8a. & 9 on Regular Agenda: To be decided by Board. 
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